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Hello Talbot Families, and Happy 2021! 

If you’re just joining the Talbot family--welcome!  The teachers, staff, and kids have worked so hard this year and 
are officially halfway through the school year.   

We have some great things happening in 2021, but first, I want to take a moment to thank everyone for working 
together in 2020.  This challenging year has really shown what a special community the Talbot family is.  Even 
through a turbulent year, we provided over $10,000 to the school in support of Digital Learning, had a super fun 
and successful Dance Fit Challenge, and successfully held both our Thanksgiving Food Drive and Holiday Gift 
Drive to support Talbot families.  

On the last school day in December, the Boosterthon top earners duct-taped Mrs. Dell to the flagpole and 
sprayed shaving cream on her!  Mrs. Dell was a wonderful principal and always championed the PTA—her next 
school is lucky to have her! 

We are excited to welcome Dr. Beland back to Talbot as our new principal!  No doubt Dr. Beland has been busy in 
his first few weeks, but he has taken the time to meet with us to find out our goals and help us plan our activities. 

In February we are replacing the in-person Tiger Trot/Fitness Fair with a virtual month-long wellness challenge 
culminating in an at-home Tiger Trot 1 Mile run.  The Path to Wellness is a great family activity so work with your 
tiger to complete the challenge. 

While we usually host an International Fair in March, we will be celebrating diversity at Talbot through Multicul-
tural Month.  There will be opportunities to share about your family’s cultural heritage (or a culture that interests 
you) on the morning announcements and our social media.  We are also hoping to collect recipes to share with 
Talbot families.  Please look for an interest sheet coming home in a few weeks. 

Our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee has worked hard to create a mission and to set short-term and 
long-term goals to improve equity, ensure inclusion, and celebrate diversity at Talbot.  Check out their write-up in 
this newsletter and consider joining the committee—all voices are welcome and encouraged.   

The 2021 Membership Drive is going on now through mid-March—it’s not too late to join the PTA!  We meet the 
second Tuesday of the month at 6PM on Zoom.  Hope to see you there! 

Kelly Sleeper, Talbot PTA President 

kdebarone@yahoo.com  

*Meetings in 2020 will take place at 6PM via Zoom.  Meeting time/location 

for 2021 will be determined no less than a month prior to each meeting.  

mailto:kdebarone@yahoo.com


February is an important month because it marks the halfway point for this school 
year, and some exciting events our PTA has planned for you and our students.  Join 
me and sign up today for an annual PTA membership by simply logging into        
MemberHub. We are also having a Virtual Book Fair and we know that our students 
will enjoy the opportunity to search through some new and interesting books.  Finally, 
our Tiger Trot is taking on a new twist with a month-long challenge. I’ll be tracking the     
2-mile family walk and run we do together each afternoon on the Tiger Trot Path form. I hope you 
will enjoy tracking your family’s activities as well. 

This month we will be celebrating and honoring Black History Month with our teachers including 
African American studies in their curriculum and lessons.  Additionally, our PTA Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion group meet regularly on Zoom to discuss ideas and actions to better our school 
community.  You can contact Janelle Alexander or Grace Sozda for more information. 

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner, so I wanted to include three things I love about       
teaching:  

1. I love doing hands-on experiments and activities, especially if it involves food coloring & 
slime. 

2. I love being challenged by difficult problems & solving riddles. 

3. I really love all of our Talbot students. 
 
Please reach out if we can do anything for you.  You’re welcome to call (352-955-6716) or you can 
email me at belandcr@gm.sbac.edu. I especially appreciate the parents and family members that 
have already reached out to me and shared the positive things they have seen at Talbot this year. 
I also want to express my appreciation for all your support and interest, making Talbot an amazing 
school community to be part of. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Beland 
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Principal’s Corner 

Talbot Tiger Facemasks FLASH Sale! 

GET THEM WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 

 

Sold individually for $5 each in pink, green, orange, and blue. 

Kids' size adjustable elastic, fabric face mask with  Talbot 

Tiger Paw and "Property Of" for easy labeling. 

 

Order online through our MemberHub store: 

https://talbot-tigers.new.memberhub.store/store  

https://talbot-tigers.memberhub.store/store?category=Memberships
mailto:belandcr@gm.sbac.edu
https://talbot-tigers.new.memberhub.store/store
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Volunteering News 

The Talbot PTA is excited to bring you the Tiger Path to Wellness and 
Tiger Trot. This event is an opportunity for our students, faculty, staff, 
and families to set some wellness habits to put us all on the path to 
success. Good habits can help all of us achieve our goals in and out 

of school. Did you know that exercise not only helps the brain get 
ready to learn but makes it easier for the brain to retain information! 

(https://www.wgu.edu/heyteach/article/exercise-and-brain-how-
fitness-impacts-learning1801.html) Amazing stuff that can help all of 
us. So get ready to complete the Wellness Path and unlock achieve-

ments along the way.   

Tiger Path to Wellness Challenge and Tiger Trot 

 

 

Although Alachua County Public Schools is still limited in what families can do to volunteer on 
campus, there are still other ways to get involved.  Participating in PTA meetings, contributing to 
some of the on-going and upcoming events like the Tiger Path to Wellness Challenge,   Multi-
cultural Month or helping out with stocking up the Hygiene Closet, either financially or with in 
kind donations makes a big difference to the success of our Talbot projects.   

Another way to help out may be to reach out to your child's teacher to ask if there is anything 
you can do to help him or her specifically.  Some teachers may need help with cutting, collating, 
or other activities that can be done from your home.  Each teacher is different in what is needed 
and how that can be accomplished so don't feel discouraged if they don't have immediate ideas 
about how you can assist.  

A vital first step though is making sure you have completed your volunteer application.  Getting 
that done now means that when you do see a way to help, you can jump right in without waiting 
for approval to come through.  Over the course of the school year, new ideas and opportunities 
will open up as we all continue to adjust to safety precautions and novel ways of doing things.  
In the meantime, be sure to submit your volunteer application 
at:  https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/MTU3OmVuLVVT  

Thank you to all of our volunteers, past, present, and future!  

https://www.wgu.edu/heyteach/article/exercise-and-brain-how-fitness-impacts-learning1801.html
https://www.wgu.edu/heyteach/article/exercise-and-brain-how-fitness-impacts-learning1801.html
https://apps.raptortech.com/Apply/MTU3OmVuLVVT
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Calling all friends and family of Talbot Elementary 

Are you a member yet of the PTA yet??? 

 

Who can join:  Parents, guardians, grandparents, and friends and 
neighbors of Talbot Elementary 

 

Cost:  $5 per adult for the entire school year 

 

A few reasons to join the PTA:  The PTA helps to make our school better by 
supporting teachers and administration and advocating for all students.  A 
PTA membership and attending our monthly meetings allows you to make 
your voice heard and stay informed of the latest school news and potential 
volunteer opportunities.  It also gives you the opportunity to be a part of 

new committees that improve our school community and connect with 
other parents.  PLUS, THE CLASS WITH THE MOST PTA MEMBERS WILL 
EARN A PIZZA PARTY* (If a digital class wins, there will be individual 

pizza coupons handed out).  So spread the word!  Who doesn’t like pizza??? 

 

How do I sign up: 

1.  Fill out the application on the next page and return to school with 
your membership fee (cash or check written to “Talbot PTA”) 

 

2.  Join at online at https://talbot-
tigers.memberhub.store/store?category=Memberships 

 

*Our membership drive starts now (and all previous 2020-2021 members will be 
counted).  The last day of our Membership Drive is March 12 th.  The winning class 

will be shared during the Morning Announcements on March 15 th.   



 Talbot Elementary PTA 

Membership Form 

Join the PTA!   

Silver and Gold 

Star Level 

Memberships 

available online! 
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Talbot thanks you for your support!! 

Annual PTA Dues: $5 per person.   

Please make checks payable to “Talbot PTA” 

Use the link below to sign up online and pay with your credit/debit card. 

https://talbot-tigers.memberhub.store 

Name: ____________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________ 

E-mail: ____________________________________ 

Member Type: 

 

Parent/Guardian ___  Teacher/Staff ___  Grandparent ___ 

Please complete and turn in to the front office with attached dues. 

https://talbot-tigers.memberhub.store/


Page 6 Talbot Times 

Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion 
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Multicultural Month 
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Spring Arts Fundraiser 
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2020-2021 Yearbook Info  

If you have photos of your student at school, school events or completing           

learning at home, please submit them for consideration for our yearbook! 

 

Deadline to order is February 19, 2021 
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New PTA Service Project:  A Hygiene Closet 

Hygiene Closet Item Request Form 

 

This year, in addition to our Thanksgiving Collection and Candy Cane Kids Drive, Talbot PTA is seeking 

donations of basic hygiene items including both full and travel sized to start a Hygiene Closet to help any 

Talbot families who may be in need.   

 

If you are able to donate to the Hygiene Closet project, we are accepting items and monetary donations.  

Online monetary donations can be made at:   https://talbot-tigers.memberhub.store/shopping/items/136477  

 

Examples of items that can be donated are below.   

• Soap (body and facial) 

• Toothpaste 

• Toothbrushes 

• Deodorant 

• Mouth wash 

• Dental Floss 

• Hair brushes/wide toothed combs 

• Hair gel 

• Head scarves 

• Shampoo & conditioner/detangler 

• Hand & body lotion 

• Hair ties 

• Body wash 

• Bath sponges 

• Shower caps 

• Facial wipes/Cotton balls/Cotton rounds 

• Sanitary napkins/panty liners 

• Toiletry/make up bags 

The Hygiene Closet will be available to any student/family in need at no cost and with no questions 

asked.  If you or your student is in need of a product available, please put in a request using the form 

below and we’ll do our best to fulfill that need.  Items will be sent home with the student indicated. 

• Soap (body and facial) 

• Toothpaste 

• Toothbrushes 

• Deodorant 

• Mouth wash 

• Dental Floss 

• Hair brushes/wide toothed combs 

• Hair gel 

• Head scarves 

• Shampoo & conditioner/detangler 

• Hand & body lotion 

• Hair ties 

• Body wash 

• Bath sponges 

• Shower caps 

• Facial wipes/Cotton balls/Cotton rounds 

• Sanitary napkins/panty liners 

• Toiletry/make up bags 

Student’s Name: _____________________________________  Teacher:  ___________________________ 

Please circle any items below that you would like to put in a request for and we will do our best to fill your 

needs from our Hygiene Closet. 

https://talbot-tigers.memberhub.store/shopping/items/136477


All purchases will benefit our school directly (25% 
back in rewards!)  
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/talbotelementaryschool 

FEB/MAR 2021 

Virtual Book Fair 

February 1-14 
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Follow Talbot 

PTA on Facebook! 

Hey Talbot Families!  If social 

media is your thing, please take 

a minute to “Like” and “Follow” 

us at “Talbot PTA” on Facebook 

for regular updates, important 

information, and invitations to get 

involved.  Invite your Talbot 

friends to follow us too! 

Amazon Smile 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/talbotelementaryschool


 

 

 

2020-2021 PTA Board & Committee Chairs 

 

 

President Kelly Sleeper Kdebarone@yahoo.com 

VP Fundraising OPEN   

VP Membership Joseph Piazza josephp@gators.ufl.edu 

VP Services Ashley Fiedler ashalica@icloud.com 

Secretary Gretchen Loyd Gretchen.loyd@gmail.com 

Treasurer Danielle Collins danielle@htmsllc.com 

Volunteer Coordinator Lua Lepianka talbotvolunteers@gmail.com 

Advocacy Kim Jacobs kimfield@gmail.com 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

(co-chairs)  

Janelle Alexander 

Grace Sozda  

janellealexander1111@gmail.com  

milano.grace@gmail.com  

Book Fair 
 

(co-chair) 

Beth Kowalski 
 

April Tisher 

ekowalsk@umich.edu 

aprilnoshoes@yahoo.com 

Box Tops Kristi Tanner Kristi.l.tanner@icloud.com 

Carnival Chair (Spring) Lucy Carman Lucycarman1118@gmail.com 

ESE 
 

(co-chair) 

Leilani Odegard 
 

OPEN 

jlodegard@gmail.com 

Fall Fundraiser Kelly Sleeper Kdebarone@yahoo.com 

Fitness Fair Kim Jacobs kimfield@gmail.com 

Holiday Baskets Grace Sozda milano.grace@gmail.com 

Holiday Gift Drive Ashley Fiedler ashalica@icloud.com 

International Fair 
 

(co-chair) 

Shannon Leontiades 
 

Grace Sozda 

Shannon.leontiades@gmail.com 

milano.grace@gmail.com 

Newsletter Mary Hudalla Mary.hudalla@gmail.com 

TSAW 
 

(Fundraising Co-chair) 

Lucy Carman 
 

Mary Hudalla 

lucycarman1118@gmail.com  

Mary.hudalla@gmail.com 
Spring Fundraiser 

 
(co-chair) 

Heather Mangas 
 

OPEN 

heatherlmangas@gmail.com 

Tiger Trot/Fitness Fair Gretchen Loyd Gretchen.loyd@gmail.com  

T-shirts Ashley Fiedler ashalica@icloud.com 

Yearbook 
 

(co-chair) 

April Tisher 
 

Crystal Sutherland 

aprilnoshoes@yahoo.com 

cdclev@gmail.com 
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